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1 Somamx
In declarative sentences with nominal subject and object, the dominant order is almost

always one in which the subject precedes the object.
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2 Somamx

In languages with prepositions, the genitive almost always follows the governing noun,
while in languages with postpositions it almost always precedes.
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3 Sonamx

Languages with dominant VSO order are always prepositional.
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4 HoamN

With overwhelmingly greater than chance frequency, languages with normal SOV order
are postpositional.
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If a language has dominant SOV order and the genitive follows the governing noun, then
the adjective likewise follows the noun.

K2 D3 IXIMNTOW IR 75V wHOIT DYYTTOW MK K2 200m SOV KT MWIrIITT 2700 Twhd owa DX

DYV oW ™K

® W2 kS

6 HonamN

All languages with dominant VSO order have SVO as an alternative or the only alternative
basic order.
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If in a language with dominant SOV order, there is no alternative basic order, or only OSV
as the alternative, then all adverbial modifiers of the verb likewise precede the verb.
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With well more than chance frequency, when question particles or affixes are specified in

position by reference to the sentence as a whole, if initial such elements are found in
prepositional languages, and, if final, in postpositional languages.
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Inversion of statement order so that verb precedes subject occurs only in languages where

the question word or phrase is normally initial. This same inversion occurs in yes-no
questions only if it also occurs in interrogative word questions.
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If a language has dominant order VSO in declarative sentences, it always puts interrogative

words or phrases first in interrogative word questions; if it has dominant order SOV in
declarative sentences, there is never such an invariant rule.
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If the nominal object always precedes the verb, then verb forms [clauses] subordinate to
the main verb also precede it.
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In conditional statements, the conditional clause precedes the conclusion as the normal
order in all languages.
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In expressions of volition and purpose, a subordinate verbal form always follows the main

verb as the normal order except in those languages in which the nominal object always
precedes the verb.
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In languages with dominant order VSO, an inflected auxiliary always precedes the main

verb. In languages with dominant order SOV, an inflected auxiliary always follows the main
verb.
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With overwhelmingly more than chance frequency, languages with dominant order VSO
have the adjective after the noun.
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When the descriptive adjective precedes the noun, the demonstrative and the numeral,

with overwhelmingly more than chance frequency, do likewise. [But there is no direct
correlation between demonstrative and numeral, or when the adjective follows.]
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When the general rule is that the descriptive adjective follows, there may be a minority of

adjectives which usually precede, but when the general rule is that descriptive adjectives
precede, there are no exceptions.

AT AT DRTpw RN 5w viym 10 DYynTow TR K2 WINTOwWw KT 5997 P WK

JETTORYT PR DM WRINTNMWW KT PN WK K

NG 0 NG v N2ow flle N-AP £y 3y AP-N Dy
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If some or all adverbs follow the adjective they modify, then the language is one in which

the qualifying adjective follows the noun and the verb precedes its nominal object as the
dominant order.
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If the relative expression [i.e. relative clause] precedes the noun either as the only

construction or as an alternate construction, either the language is postpositional, or the
adjective precedes the noun, or both.
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