
Prof. Y. N. Falk Semester A 2010–1 תשע״א 

“Grammatical functions” are notions like “subject” and “object”. This course will examine the role of grammatical
functions in syntactic description and their place in linguistic theory through the investigation of a wide range of
constructions (passive, raising, control, wh constructions, predication, etc.).

Course Outline

1. Passive
a. Universal Characterization: Grammatical Functions
b. Grammatical Functions and the Lexicon
c. Monostratal vs. Multistratal

2. What are Grammatical Functions?
3. Multifunctionality

a. Functional Control
b. Long-Distance Dependencies (“Wh Movement”)

4. Subjects
5. Objects
6. Classification of Grammatical Functions

a. Argument vs. Non-Argument; Core vs. Non-Core; Unrestricted vs. Restricted
b. Lexical Mapping Theory

7. Clausal Complementation
a. OBJ

b. COMP

c. COMP and OBJ

d. OBJ and OBL

e. Open Argument Functions

Requirements
End-of-year short paper
Students taking the course as a seminar will also write a seminar paper.

Teacher Information
Prof. Yehuda N. Falk
OUce 7812 @ Sundays and Wednesdays 14:45–15:30 F 83978
Home Telephone 672-3803 � msyfalk@mscc.huji.ac.il

� http://pluto.mscc.huji.ac.il/~msyfalk/

Course: http://pluto.mscc.huji.ac.il/~msyfalk/GFs/

Useful word-processing tips:
http://pluto.mscc.huji.ac.il/~msyfalk/Tools.html


